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SUBJECT: LEGAL ACTION BROUGHT AGAINST NEWSPAPER 

SUMMARY: AT INSTANCE OF ARMY MINISTER, JUSTICE MINISTER 
HAS REQUESTED FEDERAL POLICE INVESTIGATIONOF JORNAL DE 
BRASILIA FOR PUBLISHING MATERIAL DEEMED "CALUMNIOUS AND 
DEFAMATORY" TO SECURITY ORGANS. EPISODE HAS, SO FAR AT 
LEAST, CAUSED LITTLE STIR, AND SEEMS AIMED BOTH AT MARKING 
LIMITES OF DECOMPRESSION AND AT PLACATING CONSERVATIVE 
ELEMENTS WITHIN REVOLUTION. END SUMMARY 

1. JUSTICE MINISTRY MARCH 4 RELEASED STATEMENT DECLARING 
MINISTER HAD RECEIVED COMMUNICATION FROM ARMY MINISTER 
REQUESTING "LEGAL MEASURES" AGAINST "DIRECTORS" OF JORNAL 
DE BRASILIA FOR PUBLISHING NEWS "CONTAINING REFERENCES 
CALUMNIOUS AND DEFAMATORY TO SECURITY ORGANS" IN THE FEB- 
RUARY 26 EDITION. THE STATEMENT ADDED THAT THE JUSTICE 
MINISTER HAD ALREADY REQUESTED THE FEDERAL POLICE DEPARTMENT 
TO UNDERTAKE THE APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION, "BASED 

ON THE PRESS LAW AND THE NATIONAL SECURITY LAW". 

2. THE OFFENDING PASSAGE, IN AN ARTICLE ON THE EFFORTS 
OF THE FAMILY OF FORMER FEDERAL DEPUTY MARCO ANTONIO 
TAVARES COELHO ON HIS BEHALF (SEE BRASILIA 1566), QUOTES HIS 
MOTHER-IN-LAW AND SISTER AS SAYING THAT THE TREATMENT 
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HE RECEIVED AT SAO PAULO'S DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL OPE- 
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RATIONS WAS "MEDIEVAL" AND THAT VISITORS HAVE TO ENTER 
THE BUILDING HOODED. "THERE THEY ARE RECEIVED BY DRUNKEN 
MEN, CARRYING MACHINE GUNS, WHO DON'T RESPECT ANYONE. 
THERE, THEY (THE MEN) SAY THEY DO WHAT THEY WANT AND 
THAT NO ONE, NO AUTHORITY, CAN INTERFERE, AND THAT LAW- 
YERS ONLY ENTER AS PRISONERS. EVEN TAXI DRIVERS REFUSE 
TO DROP US OFF AT THE DOOR, THEY LEAVE US A BLOCK AWAY.” 

3. THE FOLLOWING DAY, WHILE OTHER PAPERS PRUDENTLY 
LIMITED THEMSELVES TO BRIEF MENTION OF THE JUSTICE MIN 
INSTRY STATEMENT, THE JORNAL FRONT-PAGED THE STORY, COM 
PLETE WITH A REPRODUCTION OF THE ARTICLE WITH THE OFFENDING 
PASSAGE CIRCLED. (THE REPRODUCTION, HOWEVER, WAS 
REDUCED IN SIZE, WITH THE PRINT TOO SMALL TO READ.) IN 

ITS COVERAGE (AND, IMPLICITLY, IN ITS DEFENSE), THE JORNAL 
SAID THAT THE TWO LADIES' REMARKS WERE MADE PUBLICLY, IN 
THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES, IN THE PRESENCE OF CONGRESSMEN 
AND JOURNALISTS, AND WERE TAKEN DOWN BY THE PAPER'S 
REPORTERS. FURTHERMORE, "THE PUBLICATION OF THE INTER- 
VIEW . . . WAS DONE WITH DUE CAUTION-THE STATEMENTS 
APPEAR IN QUOTATION MARKS-AND WAS FOLLOWED 48 HOURS 
LATER BY A JUSTICE MINISTRY NOTE IN WHICH MINISTER 
ARMANDO FALCAO" REFERRED TO NEWS ITEMS ALLEGING 
COELHO S TORTURE. 

4. THE JORNAL WENT ON TO NOTE THAT IT HAD FELT NO EFFECTS 
OF THE INVESTIGATION NOR INDEED HAD RECEIVED ANY NOTIFI- 
CATION (EXCEPT THE MINISTRY STATEMENT, WHICH WAS DISTRI- 
BUTED TO THE PRESS), AND CARRIED THE FOLLOWING FORMAL 
STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE PAPER'S MANAGEMENT: "WE ARE NOT 
BEING SUBJECTED TO ANY VIOLENCE OR PERSECUTION. THE 
ANNOUNCED INVESTIGATION WHICH WILL BE OPENED BY THE FED- 
DERAL POLICE IS A LEGAL AND LEGITIMATE MEASURE OF THE 
AUTHORITIES, WHO WILL LOOK INTO THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE 
FACTS WHICH CONCERN THEM. THE JORNAL DE BRASILIA, WHICH 
DISTINGUISHES ITSELF BY THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ITS NEWS 
COVERAGE AND BY RESPECT FOR THE LAWS IN FORCE IN THE 
COUNTRY, CONTEMPLATES THE EPISODE WITH THE REQUIRED 
SERIOUSNESS AND TRANQUILITY." 
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5. DURING A TELEPHONE CONVERSATON MARCH 5, JUSTICE 
MINISTER FALCAO REVEALED TO THE DAO THAT AUTHORITIES 
HAD ANTITICIPATED THE NATURE OF THE JORNAL'S DEFENSE.AND 
EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE CONVICTION WOULD BE OBTAINED. 

6. COMMENT: THE OUTCOME OF THE CASE COULD, OF COURSE, 

HAVE AN IMPORTANT EFFECT ON ITS IMPACT IN PRESS AND 
POLITICAL CIRCLES HERE. SO FAR, HOWEVER, THERE HAS BEEN 
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ALMOST NO STIR. ALTHOUGH LOOKING FOR A GOOD LAWYER. 
JORNAL EDITOR IN-CHIEF LUIZ GUTEMBERG TOLD EMBOFFS HE 
WAS NOT PARTICULARLY CONCERNED, NOR DID HE HAVE ANY 
SPECIAL INFORMATION OR ANALYSIS AS TO WHY THE ACTION WAS 
BROUGHT. OTHER JORNALISTS, PERHAPS WITH THE lORNAL'S 
RAPID RISE TO PROMINENCE IN MIND, SUGGESTED THAT THE 
PAPER'S RELATIVELY BRASH AND FREE-WHEELING WAYS HAD 
EARMARKED IT FOR ACTION SOME TIME AGO, AND ONE EVEN 
IMPLIED HE THOUGHT PAPER HAD IT COMING. WHILE (AS 
JORNAL REPORTED) TWO MDB CONGRESSMEN TOOK FLOOR MARCH 5 
TO PROTEST ACTION AS INFRINGEMENT OF PRESS FREEDOM, 
NOTHING MORE HAS BEEN HEARD PUBLICLY ON MATTER. 

ARENA CONGRESSMEN IN CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBOFFS UNDER- 
STANDABLY DOWNPLAYED EPISODE, BUT AGREED IT REPRESENTED 
ANOTHER MARKER IN THE CHANNEL OF DECOMPRESSION. THE 
ACTION STRIKES US AS ALSO ONE INTENDED TO PLACATE CON- 
SERVATIVE ELEMENTS WITHIN THE REVOLUTION. END COMMENT 
CRIMMINS 
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